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I am a member of the Working Group on Avian Nomenclature (WGAN) and I am writing 
to lend my full support to the recent Case 3682 (Banks et al., 2015) that seeks the sup- 
pression of numerous scientific names of geese proposed in a work by Dr Harold Hanson. 

The Commission frequently deals with cases put forth by nomenclatural practition- 
ers from a particular animal group (e.g. reptiles) who have become disenchanted with 
prolific colleagues who hastily publish works containing numerous novel names, often 
pre-empting the more comprehensive research of other taxonomists. In such cases, the 
Commission faces the difficult decision of whether the indignation of a substantial part 
of the community warrants blacklisting names that may be nomenclaturally available. 

It is important for me to point out to the Commission that Case 3682 is not one of those 
cases. In this case, there is absolutely no doubt on the part of anybody within WGAN 
and the extended community that the names published by Hanson are nomenclatural 
rubbish. Most of these names refer to taxonomic nonentities and are entirely based on 
slight individual variation. While this may be a taxonomic (not a nomenclatural) problem, 
the nomenclatural catastrophe arises when one considers that many of these Hanson 
names cannot be attributed to type specimens and/or proper type localities, making them 
essentially useless not only in a taxonomic sense but also in a nomenclatural sense. 
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